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N  Compliance  with  your's  of  kit 
Month,  I  have  endeavoured  to  make 
myfelf  fomewhat  acquainted  with, 
the  Bufinefs  you  wrote  upon.  —  Mr* 
S — p  is  a  Gentleman  of  good  Morals, 
genteel  Education,  and  I  believe  very  juft- 
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ly  reckoned  at  the  Head  of  his  Profemon, 
and  mould  your  Refolution  continue  to  ap- 
prentice my  Godfon  to  be  brought  up  in 
the  Knowledge  of  that  Science,  I  know  No 
One  I  would  fooner  recommend  for  a 
Mailer.  —  But  I  have  your's,  and  his  In- 
tereft,  too  much  at  Heart  to  fee  it  car- 
ried into  Execution  without  mature  De- 
liberation. —  His  Welfare,  and  the  Com- 
fort you  would  draw  from  his  Succefs, 
are  two  Points  I  am  myfelf  fo  clofely  con- 
nected with,  that  I  cannot  wifh  to  fee 
this  intended  Scheme  of  yours  take  Place, 
as  that  genteel  Art  is  fo  reduced  by  the  in- 
creafed  Number  of  Hospitals. 

It  may  feem  fcrange  to  any  one,  not  im- 
mediately concerned  or  interefted  in  the 
following  Particulars,  that  I  fhould  repre- 
fent  as  a  Partial  Evil,  that  which  is  es- 
teemed an  Univerfal  Good  and  Charity  j 
and  that  from  my  late  Enquiries,  at  your 
particular  Requeft,  I  am  forced  to  con- 
fefs  the  Influence  they  now  have  over 
me  falls  very  ihort  of  what  it  has  been 
in  Times  paft,  and  like  the  Sun  behind 
a  Cloud  fhine  forth  dim  anddbfeure. 

If 
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If  it  mould  appear,  that  Numbers  of  the 
Gentlemen  of  that  ProfefTion,  which  you 
at  prefent  are  difpofed  to  make  your  Son 
a  Member  of,  are  every  Day  approach- 
in  £  more  and  more  to  a  total  State  of  Ab- 
fence  from  Bufinefs,  and  their  Families, 
thofe  of  them,  who  have  no  Other  Sup- 
port, begin  already  to  tafle  the  bitter 
Potion  of  Want ;  it  will  appear  lefs  ex- 
traordinary to  you  that  I  diffent  to  a 
Scheme  you  are  fo  felicitous  ihould  fuc- 
ceed,  and  which  my  Godfon  has,  to  all 
Appearance,    fet   his  Mind    upon. 

All  Monopolies,  whether  in  Merchan- 
dife,  or  otherwife,  are  juftly  and  generally 
in  Difefteem,  and  when  carried  into  Execu- 
tion feldom  fail  fooner  or  later  to  bring 
Ruin  on  the  Individuals  of  that  Branch 
of  Bufinefs  fo  engroffed  ; — fo  it  is  to  be 
feared  there  is  too  great  a  Similitude  be- 
tween this  Sort  of  Monopoly,  and  the 
Number  of  Hofpitals  engrofling  fo  much 
of  the  Surgeons  Bufinefs,  that  I  am  in- 
formed one  half  of  the  City  ProfeiTors 
have  fcarce  Employment  fufficient  to  de- 
B  2  fray 
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fray  the    lighted  Circumftance   of   Ex* 
pence. 

It   is    a   Maxim,    and    an    eftablifhed 
Adage,  that  private  Ills  muft  give  Way 
to   publick    Good.  — This,    I   think,   is 
principally  adopted  in  State  Matters,    and 
Government  Occurrences,  and  in  that  Point 
of  View  only  may  invariably  hold  good,  as  a 
Machievelian  Principle,  and  unerring  Rule, 
but   in  the    Cafe  before   us,    I   think    it 
cannot  be  ufed  with    any  fuch  demon- 
strative Certainty,   for  to  intereft  Indivi- 
duals againft  Individuals,  of  the  fame  ge- 
neral Community,  furely  claims  another 
Sort    of    Confideration,  and    muft  in    its 
Nature  leffen  that  Charity,  however  well 
intended,  or  fo  much  boafted  of. 

For  if  I  relieve  one  Family  in  Diftrefs, 
and  take  fuch  a  Method  to  do  it,  as  can- 
not fail  in  Time  to  bring  on  Poverty  and 
Want  upon  Another ;  Where  is  the 
Charity  of  all  this  ?  Or  how,  upon  an 
Impartial  Scrutiny,  will  it  appear  I  have 
benefited  my  Fellow  Creature  agreeable  to 
the  true  Tenets  of  Chanty,  —  when  I  am 

with* 
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withdrawing  a  Livelihood  from  that  Body 
of  Men,  whole  Expence  of  Education, 
and  feven  Years  Servitude,  give  them  a 
juft  Title,  and  natural,  as  well  as  lawful 
Claim  to  it,  to  beftow  it  on  Thofe,  Who 
are  unworthy  in  themfelves,  Who  are 
every  Day  abufing  their  Heavenly,  as 
well  as  Earthly  Benefactors  in  Inftances 
of  the  moft  monftrous  Ingratitude  and 
Abufe  of  his  Creatures  thro'  beaflly  Excefs. 

This  is  confirmed  to  me  by  too  ma- 
ny Inftances,  and  what  may  be  daily 
feen  by  any  one,  who  will  defcend  to 
look  into  the  unhappy  Morals,  Cuftoms, 
and  Manners  of  our  Poor  and  Indigent. — 
To  take  up  a  poor  Wretch  in  the  Street 
under  the  Misfortune  of  a  broken  Limb, 
and  fending  him  away  to  St.  Thomas's, 
Guys,  or  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hofpital, 
for  Cure  is  a  laudable  Thing,  and  feems 
grateful  to  the  Heart  of  every  reafo- 
nable  thinking  Man. 

But  why  muft  We  grow  Wanton  in 
»ur  Charities  ?  —  Why  muft  We  add 
to   the   Number,    'till     they   are   almoft 

out 
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out  of  Number,  efpecially  if  fuch  a  Con- 
duct mould  be  found  deftrudtive  of 
a  Maintenance  to  almoft  a  whole  Body, 
and  Commonalty,  and  which  in  Time 
cannot  but  bring  on  Mifery  and  Ruin  ? — 
Was  it  ever  known  that  an  unfortunate 
Cripple  lay  in  the  Streets  for  Want  of 
an  Hospital  to  receive  Him  in,  when 
there  was  no  more  than  the  Three  above- 
mentioned  ?  To  which  I  anfwer  in  the  Ne- 
gative, both  from  Forty  Years  Expe- 
rience in  this  City,  and  from  Enquiry  of 
Others :  Whence  then  the  Uie,  or  Ne- 
ceffity  for  fuch  a  numerous  Offspring, 
whofe  Birth  and  Life  is,  by  Confequence, 
Death  and  Mifery  to  fo  great  a  Body 
as  the  Practitioners  of  Surgery  are  at  this 
Time,  (very  few  excepted)  ? 

Thofe,  who  plead  for  Plurality,  will  ar- 
gue, that  neither  of  the  old  eftablifhed 
Hospitals  have  received  one  lefs  Patient 
in  Number  than  they  were  wont  to  have, 
when  the  new-fet-up  Ones  had  no  Exis- 
tence; and  that  if  their  Numbers  continue 
to  be  the  fame,  and  that  it  appears  by  the 
printed  Liils  fent  forth    for    the    Public 

Perufal 
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Perufal,  we  cure  from  Five  Thoufand 
to  Seven  each  Year  5  does  not  this, 
they  fay,  amount  to  a  Demonftra- 
tion,  that  there  are  fo  many  more 
Objects  relieved,  and  that  it  is  an  unde- 
niable Proof  of  the  Expediency  and  Uti- 
lity of  our  New   Hospitals. 

To  this  I  anfwer,  that  fuppoling  the 
Premiffes  religioufly  confonant  to  Truth, 
that  Hundreds  of  thofe,  who  are  printed 
off  in  their  Lifts,  are  truly  pitiable  Ob- 
jects, and  not  in  great  Part,  Fbofe,  who 
were  wont  to  lay  up  a  Moiety  of  their 
Week's  Earnings  to  pay  their  Surgeon 
and  Apothecary  in  a  proportionate  Man- 
ner to  their  Circumftances,  and  Gains 
by  Labour,  I  mould  be  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge the  Merits  of  Plurality,  but 
even  then  within  a  reafonable  Number. 

But  mould  I  be  unhappy  enough  to  think 
this  frugal  Conduct  in  the  Hufoand  is, 
in  great  Meafure,  now  refolved,  and  con- 
verted to  the  Gin-Shop,  or  Ale-houfe,  or 
devoted  for  a  Sunday  s  Junket  for  them, 
their  Wives  and  Children,   at  fome  Cake 

Houfe 
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Houfe  remote  from  the  Town,  by  which 
the  Duty  of  the  Sabbath  is  neglected,  their 
Children  initiated  thus  early  in  one  of 
the  moft  pernicious  Courfes,  which  'tis 
with  Difficulty  ever  after  fhaken  off, 
and  the  Father  by  this  Means  becomes  a 
ruinous  Example  to  his  Offspring,  and 
the  incumbent  Duty  he  lies  under,  both 
as  to  Spiritual  and  Bodily  Health,  whol- 
ly  difcontinued  and   thrown  off. 

But  this  is  not  all.  There  is  another 
mifchievous  Confequence  ?rifing  in  all 
Probability  from  the  fame  Fountain.  It 
is  not  indeed  what  I  can  be  prefumed  to 
know  from  my  own  Experience.  But  I 
have  heard  both  the  Carpenters  and  Brick- 
layers complain,  that  their  Journeymen 
were  every  Day  growing  worfe,  and 
would  now  fcarce  be  prevailed  upon  to 
work  above  three  Days  in  a  Week  ;  and 
upon  afking  them,  what  they  looked 
upon  to  be  the  Caufe  of  it.  Their  Anfwer 
constantly  was,  amongft  other  Reafons, 
the  great  Increafe  of  Hospitals  had  no 
fmall  Share  in  it.  For  while  they  them- 
felves,   their  Wives  and   Children   could 

be 
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be  provided  for  in  Cafe  of  Sicknefs  ;  and 
their  Wives  taken  care  of  in  their  Lying 
m,  they  would  only  work  juft  fo  much, 
as  was  neceffary  for  their  Sublicence  and 
Indulgence  in  eating  and  drinking,  fcarce 
having  Cloaths  to  their  Back.  Whether 
they  be  right  or  not,  I  do  not  take  upon 
me  to  determine.  But  if  any  Perfon 
pleafes  to  confult  thofe  Mechanicks,  they 
will  find  what  I  fay  to  be  true.  And 
they  afcribe  a  Caufe  no  ways  improbable 
in  the  Eyes  of  thofe  who  coniider  the 
ufual  Conduct  of  Journeymen  Mechanicks. 
I  wifh  the  fame  be  not  found  true  of 
Weavers  and  other  Manufacturers,  upon 
which  depends  the  very  being  of  that 
Trade  and  Navigation,  which  have  ren- 
dered this  Kingdom  fo  glorious ;  and 
Merchants  would  do  well  to  coniider  at 
lean:  of  this  Affair,  left  they  mould  be 
rather  doing  an  Injury  than  a  Benefit  to 
their  Country  j  not  to  take  notice  how 
much  more  beneficial  it  is  to  the  under 
Mechanick  himfelf  to  be  obliged  to  em- 
ploy more  of  his  Time  in  Work,  than 
we  find  he  does,  as  one  may  be  certain 
that  it  will  turn  to  a  worfe  Account. 

C  If 
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If  I  am  not  mi  fled  in  this  Point ;  if,  I 
fay,  I  have  been  taught  to  believe  Thefe 
are  the  Order  of  People,  who  ferve  prin- 
cipally to  fvrell  the  Numbers  of  our  New 
Hospitals,  fo  much  fet  off  and  mag- 
nified ;  I  muft  then  thereby  be  induced 
to  think,  and  to  repeat  that  St.  TlwnasSy 
Guys,  St.  Bartholomew's,  and  that  erect- 
ed at  Hyde-Park  Corner  are  fufficient  to  re- 
ceive  all  thofe  who  are  truly  pitiable  Ob- 
jects, or  thofe  who  ftrictly  and  juftlv 
are  entitled  to  the  Charity  and  Afflu- 
ence of  their  Fellow  Creature. 

I  never  will  but  believe  that  every  Gover- 
nor of  thefe  Hospitals  does  become  fo 
from  a  real  good  Motive  ;  but,  if  in  Confe- 
quence  thereof,  it  mould  appear  by  at- 
tending to  the  Nature  of  the  Thing, 
and  by  impartially  remarking  the  Cuf- 
toms  and  Ufages  in  Times  pail ,  that  this 
Circumfcance  ferves  ftill  to  opprcis  the 
private  Practitioner,  and  I  hope  to  be  ex- 
cufed  if  I  ihould  draw  in  my  own  Mind 
an  Opinion,  that  each  Governor,  in  Pro- 
cefs  of  Time,  is  hereby  a  Gainer  to  Him- 
felf. 

That 
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That  every  Governor  has  a  Power  to 
fend    an    Object    as    an   In-Patient,    and 
alio  any  one  to  be  an  Out-Patient,    and 
this  latter  at  any  Time,  without  any  Con- 
ftraint  or  Reftri&ion,  no  One  will,   I  be-^ 
lieve,   contend  with  me ;    and  that  their 
own  Men,    and   Women   Servants,    are, 
as  Occafion   offers,   the    Objects   of   this 
Privilege,   is  as    great    a    Truth.  —  That 
this    Privilege   does    not    flop    here,     or 
reft   with  the   Governor's    own  Family, 
but  likewife  extends  to  any  one   of  the 
faid  Governor's  Acquaintance,   and  to  the 
Ufe  and  Benefit  of  his  or  their  Servants, 
in  as  full  a  Manner,    as  if  He  or  They 
were    Governors    or  Contributors  them- 
felves,  and  fo  on   ad  Infinitum,    fo   long 
as  the  Governor  continues  to  be,  or  fuch 
Hospital  or  Hospitals  in  a  State 
o£  Exiftence. 

The  relieving  fuch  Servants  in  this 
Manner  will  appear  not  only  detrimen- 
tal to  the  Surgeon,  but  alfo  to  the  Apo- 
thecary, for  although  Mary  and  Thomas, 
their  Sicknefs  and  Cafualties,  the  Cure 
C   2  of 
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of  which  was  not  rated  on  the  Sur- 
geon's and  Apothecary's  Books  equal  to 
their  Matters  and  MiilrefTes,  yet  always 
were  productive  of  fome  Confideration 
adequate  to  their  Stations,  and  propor- 
tionate to  their  Circumilances,  and  that 
it  was  no  unufual  Thing  for  the  good 
Mailer  and  Miilrefs  to  prefent  the  Prac- 
titioners with  fomething  more  than  the 
Amount  of  their  own  Bill,  as  an  Acknow- 
ledgment for  his  Attendance  below  Stairs, 

This  latter  Circumilance  is,  (by  Con- 
fequence  only)  made  a  laving  Claufe, 
through  the  Mailer's  commencing  Go- 
vernor j  and  that  not  only  his  Servants, 
as  I  have  faid  before,  but  thofe  alio  of 
All  his  Acquaintance,  (if  he  pleafes)  feel 
the  Sunihine  of  his  Power,  and  the  little 
Emoluments  which  would  otherwife  a- 
rife  hereby  to  the  Practitioners  afore- 
mentioned are  cafl  into  the  Lap  of  Mo- 
nopoly. 

I  would  not  have  you  mifunderiland 
me  in  this  Particular  relative  to  the  Go- 
vernor,  I  do  not  mean   to  infinuate  any 

thing 
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thing  to  the  contrary,  but  that  every 
Gentleman  advances  his  Donation  with 
a  good  and  praife-worthy  Intent :  But 
be  the  Motive  in  the  Governor  what 
it  will,  I  cannot,  I  think,  mifcarry  in 
my  Opinion  of  its  Confequences,  or  that 
any  Negative  can  be  offered  to  its  {land- 
ing in  the   firft   Clafs  of  Truth. 

And  that  the  relieving  one  appears  to 
me  the  diftreffing  of  another,  that  it  mars 
the  Purity  of  Charity,  if,  when  two  Objedts 
prefent  themfelves  dying  with  Hunger, 
we  do  not  divide  the  Morfel  to  preferve 
the  Lives  of  Both,  and  that  by  fupporting 
fuch  an  abounding  Number  of  Hospitals 
for  one  and  the  fame  Ufe,  one  favou- 
rite Tree  in  Paradife  is  water'd  with  the 
Dew  of  Charity,  while  we  neglect  the 
reft,  and  fuffer  them  to  pine  and  wither 
away  thro'  a  partial  Diftribution  of  our 
Favours,  and  for  Want  of  an  extenfive 
View  and  due  Confideration  had  to  its 
Effects  and  Confequences. 

It  has  been  for  feveral  Years  paft  a  Prac- 
tice, not  to  fay  a  Fafhionable  One,  to  run 

into 
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intopublickCharkies,  and  indeed  fuch  has 
been  its  fwift  Prcgrefs,  that  it  may  not  be 
deem'd  an  unreafonable  Supposition  to  ima- 
gine they  will  fn.k  in  a  few  Years  with  as 
much  Rapidity. 

Like  moii  other  Affairs,  which  have  a 
precipitate  Beginning,  they  will  be  apt  in 
general  to  fubfide  as  haftily*— Celerity  of 
Motion,  like  Quicknefs  in  the  Progrefs 
of  other  Matters,  requires  an  ample  and 
in  abounding  Stock  in  the  Stamina  to 
enable  its  Duration,  or  it  will  foon  grate 
hard  upon  its  own  Bails,  and  become 
clefHtute  of  all  Motion. 

If  any  Rumour  or  Caprice  is  blended  in- 
the  Compolition  of  our  Charity;  or  if  we 
will  perfifh  to  relieve  one  Order  of  Peo- 
ple, at  the  manifest  Detriment  and  Mi-' 
fery  of  another  of  one  and  the  fame  gene- 
ral Community,  we  are  doing  I  fear  lit- 
tle towards  that  God-like  and  noble  End, 
unlefs  we  deceive  ourfelves,  and  have  a" 
Method  of  bringing  our  Confciences  to  a 
Balance,  as  wc  do  our  Books,  and  for 
one  Family  reduced  to  V/ant,  we  fet  ■  off 

on 
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on    the  Credit   Side  a   broken  Limb  re- 
duced, or  half  a  dozen  fore  Legs  cured 
at  our  Recommendation. 

From  what  I  have  already  faid,  it  might 
be  urged  by  the  Inconfiderate,  had  any  one 
the  Perufal  belide  yourfelf,  that  I  am  with- 
out Feeling,  that  I  am  without  Charity ; 
but  'tis  to  you  only  I  appeal  in  this 
World,  and  to  that  Being,  who  knows 
the  Hearts  of  all  Men,  and  from  whom 
nothing  can  be  hid. 

You  know,  (I  fay)  that  I  have  contri- 
buted at  a  certain  Place  my  poor  Mite,  and 
mail  continue  to  do  fo,  while  I  have  Exis- 
tence on  Earth,  or  Feeling  for  my  Fellow. 
Creature,  and  I  hope  the  Senfe  of  their  Mi- 
feries  and  Misfortunes  will  together  fink 
with  my  Life  into  the  Hands  of  Him  who 
blefled  me  with  thefe  happy  Faculties. — < 
You  know  1  look'd  carefully  round  me  be- 
fore.my  Offering  was  depofited,  and  am  in 
no  Fear  of  a  Difcovery  either  from  you,  or 
any  Golden  Capitals  prefixed. — I  have  en- 
creafed  my  Donations  in  Proportion  to  my 
Fortune,    and   as  I  could   privately  learn 

the 


(    '6   ) 

the  Exigencies  of  this  Charity  flood  in 
Need,  which  is  in  itfelf  new,  and  an 
Original  in  its  Inftitution.  —  One  only, 
and  not  extended  to  a  numberlefs  Num- 
ber : — No  Body-Incorporate,  nor  the  In- 
terefts  of  a  Commonalty  declining  in 
Proportion  to  its  Rife  : — No  Eye  made  to 
languifh  on  its  rifing  Structure,  nor  a 
broken  Spirit  fighing  forth  its  Complaints, 
or  ifluing  from  the  dark  Corner  of  Mi- 
fery  and  Want  againft  its  Promoters. — 
Chearfulnefs  and  Unanimity  fwell  the  cor- 
dial Breaft  of  the  Managers,  while  Supe- 
riority is  remote  from  their  Thoughts. — 
No  aiming  at  Diftinction,  nor  eftablifhed 
Precedency  among  the  Governors,  but  juft 
enough  to  anfwer  the  End  of  Order,  and 
true  Management.  —  No  aiTuming  Arro- 
gance in  the  Mind  of  any  Practitioner,  or 
Practitioners,  has  yet  dared  to  fhew  its  Bra- 
zen Face  to  difturb  its  Peace,  or  to  raile 
Parties  among  the  Governors. — Rectitude 
of  Inftitution,  and  Charity  not  fullied  with 
the  impoveriihing  of  others,  are  its  Funda- 
mentals, and  'tis  with'  Heart-feeling  Joy 
I  can  allure  you,  it  has  already  made  large 
Strides  to  Perpetuity. 

That 


(    i7  ) 

That  this  is  the  prefent  happy  State  and 
Condition  of  it,  I  have  repeated  Opportuni- 
ties of  convincing  myfelf,  for  like  Titus  of 
Moldavia,  in  the  Tptrkijh  Spy,  I  can  in- 
form myfelf  of  every  Tranfaction,  while 
my  Intent,  and  true  Perfon  continues  un- 
fufpecled. 

But  to  return  :  —  Which  leads  me  to 
mention  to  you,  for  your  further  Informa- 
tion, another  Particular,  by  which  my  God- 
fon  muft  be  detrimented  in :  The  true  Va- 
lue of  his  Apprentice-Fee  greatly  lefTen'dj 
the  firft  Clafs  of  Indenture  in  that  Profemon 
(as  you  think  of  one  of  the  Head  for  his 
Mailer)  reduced  to  an  inferior  Level,  and 
his  City  Freedom,  by  this  firft  Order  of 
Servitude,  lefTen'd  greatly  in  its  true  Dig- 
nity. 

This  Particular  does  not  fo  properly 
belong  to  the  Inftitution  of  thefe  Hospi- 
tals, as  it  is  a  Confequence  of  them,  and 
more  immediately  introduced  (if  it  is  true 
that  it  is  done  at  all)  by  the  Practitioners 
belonging  thereto. — If  it  be  not  true,  or 
D  be 
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be  wanting  in  Authority  for  its  Support, 
the  Information  lies  not  at  my  Door,  but 
at  the  Door  of  one  of  Fifty  Years  Practice 
himfelf,  whom  I  mall  have  Occafion  here- 
after to  mention  with  refpect  to  the  Ad- 
vantages, which  formerly  have  been  made 
by  the  Article  of  Bleeding ;  and  from 
whom  I  have  been  told,  if  we  will  look 
into,  and  will  attend  to  the  Ufage  of 
Hospitals,  we  fhall  then  find  a  Train 
of  young  Fellows  under  the  Rank  and 
Denomination  of  Pupils,  or  young  Men 
withdrawn  for  a  Time  from  the  Country, 
and  Places  of  their  Servitude,  who  come 
hither  only  for  Improvement,  paying  the 
cuftornary  Confideration  for  fuch  Benefit 
received ;  and  when  fo  advantaged,  to  re- 
turn from  whence  they  came. 

If  this  was  all,  no  Injury  would  then 
hereby  be  done  to  the  more  regular  bred 
Surgeon.  But  if,  upon  the  Principles  I  have 
been  taught  to  conceive,  it  fhould  be  found, 
that  feveral  of  them,  for  a  certain  Sum 
agreed  on  betwixt  the  Matter  and  fup- 
pofed  Pupil,  do  become  Apprentices  for  a 
certain  determined  Time  j   and  that  at  the 

Expi- 
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Expiration   of  the  fiid  Time,  or  indirect 
Apprenticeship,  the  counterfeit  Pupil  fet- 
tles in  London ,  who,  by  adding  to  the  Num- 
bers, confequently  makes  what  little  Bufi- 
nefs  there  is,  Hill  lefs,  as  it  becomes  more 
and  more  divided. — That  from  this  Craft 
he  enjoys  all  the  Liberties  and  Privileges  in 
common  with  him,  who  has  ferved  his  re- 
gular Apprenticemip   at  an  extraordinary 
Expence ;  the  Intent  of  the  City  Freedom, 
as  alfo  of  the  Companies,   is  vitiated,    and 
the    Country  Apothecary's  Apprentice  is 
by  this  Means  metamorphofed  into  the 
City  bred  Surgeon. 

This  may  have  been  a  Practice,  for 
ought  I  know,  long  before  the  eftablifh- 
ing  of  any  of  the  new  Hospitals  -y  but 
if  it  has  been  at  any  Time,  or  at  any 
Place,  the  Method  of  acting,  the  more 
is  the  Pity,  and  the  Misfortune  the 
greater,  by  more  Opportunities  for  its  Re- 
petition  This,  as  I  have  obferved  before, 

if  it  is  done,   is  an  Evil,    in  the  Power  of 
the  Governors  to  prevent. 

But  then  it  more  immediately  falls  under 

the  Cognizance  of  the  Principals  of  the  Sur- 

D  2  geon's 
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geon's  Company  to  regulate,  and  to  re- 
drefs ;  to  infpect  narrowly  if  any  fuch 
Abufes  are  committed  or  not,  and  to 
fupprefs  them,  as  they  would  wiih  a 
general  Welfare  to  their  own  Com- 
munity, and  would  preferve  and  main- 
tain due  Sanction  and  Dignity  to  all  thofe, 
whom  they  mall  themfelves  bring  up. 

Another  Thing  which  I  have  col- 
lected for  your  fake  only,  and  which  has 
been  fet  forth  to  me  in  very  ftrong  Terms, 
is  a  Charge  levelled  aarainfl  the  ProfefTors 

o  o 

of  that  Art,  which  you  yourfelf  have  fol- 
low'd  with  Reputation  for  many  Years ; 
That  they  have  for  a  long  Series  of  Time 
gone  on  undifturbed  in  the  free  Ufe  of 
the  Lancet. — That  not  contenting  them- 
felves with  infringing  the  Prerogative  of 
another  Commonalty,  but  that  when  Age, 
or  bad  Sight,  has  come  upon  them,  when 
they  could  no  longer  continue  in  this  in* 
direct  Courfe,  that  then  they  have  con- 
nived at  their  Journeymen's  iucceeding  in 
this  unfair  Procedure,  on  agreeing  to  re- 
fund a  Share  of  the  Profits. 


It 
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It  has  been  aflerted  to  me  of  others 
.of  the  fame  Oafs,  that  they  have  fti- 
pulated  with  their  Journeymen  for  low 
Wages,  in  Conlideration  of  an  Indulgence 
in,  and  Affiflance  from  the  faid  Mailer, 
to  obtain  the  Profits  of  Bleeding,  when- 
ever Opportunities  mould  offer. 

If  thefe  Things  are  fo  ;  If  I  have  not 
been  impofed  upon  in  this  my  Enqui- 
ry j  Is  it  not  a  manifeft  Hardfhip  the 
Chirurgical  Practitioners  labour  under  ?  Is 
it  not  time  it  mould  be  redrefled  ?  Does  it 
not  loudly  fpeak  for  Amftance,  and  ftrongly 
fue  for  Juftice  from  the  Elders  of  that 
Commonalty  ?  Would  you,  after  all  thefe 
Difadvantages,  throw  your  Son  into  a 
Channel  that  he  mult  fcarve  in  ?  Would 
you  wifli  him  to  be  flaked  down  in  a  Pool 
full  of  Leeches  ?  Would  it  not  go  near  to 
break  your  Heart,  after  all  the  Expence 
you  have  been  at  already  for  Claffick  Edu- 
cation, and  that  genteel  one  you  have  de- 
voted for  his  Apprentice  Fee,  to  fee  him 
in  a  few  Years  an  Inmate  in  the  Houfe  of 
another  Profeflion,  with  his  Name  in  faded 

Capi- 
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Capitals,   peeping  from  under  a  gloomy 
Pent-Houfe  ? 

This  Article  of  Bleeding  would  be  a 
very  confiderable  Branch  of  their  Bu- 
finefs,  was  it  not  ufurp'd,  or  was  it 
not  thus  engroiTed,  and  made  the  Pro- 
perty of  Foreigners.  —  It  carries  with  it 
its  prefent  Reward,  and  before  the  Efta- 
blifhment  of  fo  many  new  Hospitals; 
before  it  was  thus  become  the  Practice 
of  others ;  it  has  been  afferted  to  me,  and 
very  lately  too,  by  a  Gentleman  of  Fifty 
Years  being  in  Bufinefs,  that  he  has  got 
by  the  Article  of  Bleeding  three  and  four 
Hundred  Pounds  a  Year  ;  —  and  he  added, 
that  the  Profeffion  of  a  Surgeon  was,  on 
Account  of  fo  many  Hospitals,  be- 
come nothing  worth,  and  that  it  was  his 
Belief,  in  a  very  few  Years  there  would 
not  be  ten  Surgeons  in  this  City,  beiide 
thofe  attach'd  to  the  Hospitals. 

This  is  the  fame  Gentleman  I  fpoke  of 
before,  and  to  whom  indeed  (without  let- 
ting him  know  for  what  Caufe  I  enquired) 
I  applied  for  Part  of  my  Information  in  your 

Behalf. 
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Behalf. But  will    you  not  be   furpri- 

zed,  when  I  can  affure  you,  that  not- 
withstanding this  his  Declaration,  and 
fince  the  Time  of  his  making  it,  that  I 
have  traced  him,  with  the  Finger  of  En- 
couragement,   and  directing   Hand    at    a 

certain  H l.  —  Would  you   fufpect 

fuch  want  of  Candour,  fuch  Sparks  of 
Dilingenuity  inhabiting  the  Breaft  of  any 
one? 

I  have  faid  enough  already  of  his  long 
ftanding,  for  you  to  rank  him  in  the 
Clafs  of  Old  Age,  and  therefore  would 
you  not  think  it  was  full  Time  for  a  Man 
to  begin  to  grow  honeft  to  himfelf,  and  to 
that  Body  he  has  been  connected  to  fo 
many  Years  ?  Would  you  not  think  his 
Integrity  by  this  Time  of  Day  fufficiently 
eftablifhed  to  withfland  all  Temptations,  all 
Glare  ?  Would  you  not  imagine  his  own 
Affluence,  which  has  been  all  obtained  by 
his  Profeffion,  fufficient  to  bring  back  to 
his  Memory  his  own  naked  Beginning  ? 
Sufficient  to  prevent  his  joining  in  the 
common  Stream  of  adverfe  Fortune  againfl 
his  Brethren^    to  make  him  commiferate 

their 
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their  Want  of  a  Livelihood  ;  and  fumcient 
to  beftir  him  to  fupport  the  generous  In- 
dependency of  that  Art,  by  which  he  has 
acquired  fuch  a  diftinguifhing  Fortune. — 
His  long  {landing,  fuperadded  to  his 
Wealth,  would  give  him  great  Weight 
on  any  Exertion  for  the  common  Caufe, 
the  Good,  and  general  Intereft  of  the 
Commonalty  ;  and  the  Offices  he  has  gone 
through,  which  I  have  but  lately  heard 
of,  would  have  been  fo  many  Opportuni- 
ties of  Power,  had  it  been  exerted  to  the 
Support  of  that  Body  Corporate,  and  to 
the  mutual  Welfare  of  every  Individual. — 
But,  Alas !  Where  Nature  has  denied  its 
Gifts,  and  where  our  Faculties,  and  our 
Powers  have  been  wholly  bent  to  Mammon ; 
Where  they  have  been  exercifed  to  felfuh 
Views,  and  not  employed  in  the  Acquisi- 
tion of  Benevolence,  we  mult  ever  be  dil- 
appointed  in  our  Expectations  of  feeing 
its  benign  Influence  in  any  Shape  beam 
forth. 

What  I  have  already  thrown  out,  will, 
I  believe,  be  enough  to  damp  your  pre* 
fent  Intention,   and  when  you  have  placed 

thefe 
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thefe  Impediments,  to  Succefs,  before 
your  Son's  Eyes,  I  fancy  it  will  cool  his 
prefent  Warmth,  and  caufe  you  both  to 
turn  your  Thoughts  upon  fomething  elfe. 
To  a  Profeffion  that  may  be  not  fo  broke 
down,  fo  mangled  as  this  genteel  Art  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be. 

Thofe  Gentlemen  profeffing  the 
fame  Art  with  you,  their  Conduct,  with 
that  of  their  Apprentices,  leads  me  on, 
before  I  conclude,  to  fpeak  to  one  Par- 
ticular more,  and  whether  this  is  a  Point 
to  be  contended  between  Them,  and  the 
regular-bred  Surgeon,  I  cannot  take  upon 
me  to  fay  ;  or  whether  the  Venereal  Dif- 
eafe,  the  Cure  of  which  to  be  the  Right 
of  the  Phyiician  and  Surgeon,  or  whe- 
ther it  is  free  and  open  to  every  Pretender. 
'—This  Decifion  I  mail  leave  to  others, 
to  whom  it  belongs,  to  fix  and  determine 
this  Matter  ;  but,  as,  at  your  Intreaty,  I 
have  interested  myfelf  in  the  foregoing 
Particulars,  therefore  I  wim  it  was  in  my 
Power  to  afcertain  to  whom  the  Right 
belongs, — in  order  to  which,  I  have  made 
Enquiry  of  feveral  concerning  this  Matter, 
E  but 
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but  either  through  a  Disinclination  to  re- 
folve  the  Queftion,   or  through  an  Indif- 
ference to  the  Thing  itfelf,  arifing  from  a 
full  Purfe,   I   have  not  yet  been  able  to 
gain    any    Satisfaction,    but    mould    I   be 
more  fuccefsful  for  the  Time  to   come, 
you  mall  certainly  have-  it  tranfmitted  to 
you.  — But  if  this  valuable  Branch  of  Bu- 
finefs  is  to  be  pradtifed  by  fuch  different 
Profeffors,   and  fo  many  of  them  of  each 
Sort,    it  will  no  longer  be  entitled  to  the 
Epithet  I  have  beftowed  on  it,    and  the 
Surgeon  I  fear  have  a  fcanty  Portion  of 
thelPradtice,   unkfs  the  Apothecary's  Ap- 
prentice  (as  I  have  been  told  they  do) 
ihould  dabble  more  than   they   have  al- 
ready,  and  prepare  Work  for  the  Dexte- 
rity of  the  regular  bred  Surgeon. 

The  Phyficians,  I  have  heard,  by  their 
College  Charter,  have  a  Right  to  the 
Praclfce  of  Surgery.— If  fo,  as  they  are  a 
wealthy,  and  very  refpedtable  Body,  I 
could  wifh  to  fee  them  join  the  Body  oj 
Surgeons,  to  maintain  their  Right,  (if  it 
belongs  to  them  only)   not  only  in  this 

one 
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one  Branch    now   before  us,    but  in  all 
others  of  the  Surgeon's  Province. 


o 


Thus,  Sir,  agreeable  to  your  Defire, 
and  at  your  earner!  Requeft,  I  have  made 
all  the  Enquiry  I  was  able  into  the  true 
State  of  the  City  Surgeon's  Profefiion,  and 
(hall  leave  you  to  judge  of  this  Matter, 
but  before  you  determine  upon  an  Altera- 
tion of  your  prefent  Scheme,  I  could  wiili 
when  your  Buiinefs,  and  other  Avoca- 
tions will  let  you,  that  you  would  take  a 
Journey  hither,  and  bring  my  Godfon 
with  you,  that  his  Ears  may  hear,  and  be 
fully  convinced  of  what  Difadvantages  he 
mufl  expect  to  meet  with  and  encounter, 
mould  he  be  embarraffed,  and  linked  with 
the  Fetters  of  an  Indenture. — You  need 
not  be  told  I  mould  be  glad  to  fee  you, 
my  Breafl  is  ever  open  to  your  Interefls, 
and  I  am,  without  a  Compliment, 

Tour  affured  Friend, 
and 

London,  March, 

20,  1752.  Humble  Servant* 

FINIS. 
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